THE EUROPEAN SCREENVWRI TERS MANI FESTO

Stories are at the heart of hunmanity and are the repository of our diverse
cultural heritage. They are told, retold and reinterpreted for new tines by
storytellers. Screenwiters are the storytellers of our tine.

European witing talent should be trusted, encouraged and supported. The
European filmindustries need to find ways to attract and keep its screenwiters
inthe cinena and in their craft.

We assert that:

1. The screenwriter is an author of the film a primary creator of the
audi ovi sual wor k.

2. The indiscrinminate use of the possessory credit is unacceptable.

3. The noral rights of the screenwiter, especially the right to maintain the
integrity of a work and to protect it fromany distortion or msuse should
be inalienable and should be fully honored in practice.

4. The screenwiter should receive fair paynent for every form of
expl oi tation of his work.

5. As author the screenwiter should be entitled to an invol venent in the
production process as well as in the pronotion of the filmand to be
conpensated for such work. As author he should be naned in any publication
accordingly, including festival catal ogues, TV listing magazi nes and
revi ews.

We call on:

6. National governnments and fundi ng agencies to support screenwiters by
focusing nore energy and resources, whether in formof subsidy, tax breaks
or investnent schenes, on the devel opnment stage of film and tel evision
production and by funding witers directly.

[. sScholars and filmecritics to acknow edge the role of screenwiters, and
uni versities, academ es and training programes to educate the next
generations in accordance to the collaborative art of the mediumand with
respect towards the art and craft of screenwiting.

8. Festivals, filmmnmuseuns and other institutions to nane the screenwiters
in their prograns and plan and screen filmtributes to screenwiters just
as they do to directors, actors and countri es.

9. nNational and Eur opean | aw shoul d acknow edge that the witer is an author
of the film

10. nNational and Eur opean | aw shoul d ensure that screenwiters can organi se,
negoti ate and contract collectively, in order to encourage and nmintain the
distinct cultural identities of each country and to seek neans to
facilitate the free novenent of witers in and between all nations.



Ve will:
» Distribute this manifesto to industry menbers and the press in our
respective countries.
= Canpaign for the inplenentation of the agenda defined by this manifesto.

= Seek the transition into national and European |aw of the | egal changes
demanded by this nanifesto.

The President and the Board of the FSE, representing 21 guilds and 9.000
screenwiters all over Europe

Christina Kallas (President)
Svei nbj 6rn Bal dvi nsson (Vice President)
Davi d Kavanagh

Wl em ek Seligmann

The Participants of the Thessal oni ki Conference on European Screenwiting 2006

Screenwriters around Europe

Friends and Supporters



	THE EUROPEAN SCREENWRITERS MANIFESTO

