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SOME BAD NEWS

The past year was of course marked to a great degree by the
financial crisis which hit Iceland in |ate 2008. |cel and
was hit nuch harder by the crisis than nbst other contries,
due to the fact that Icelandic banks had been allowed to
grow to reach an annual econony of their own which was ten
times larger than the national econony of lceland. Wth
their collapse, the Icelandic general public was left with
the check for the feast they had not even been invited to
attend.

The work of the FLH focused as al ways on trying to guard
and i nprove the conditions in which our nenbers work, in
the theater as well as in the field of filmand tel evision
production. This is done on the |local |evel by keeping
track of contracts and agreenents as well as organi zing and
taking part in several events and actions. Internationally
the FLH endeavours to stay alert and up to date through
menbership in the Nordic Dramati sts Guil d(NDU) and the
Federations of Screenwriters in Europe(FSE)

Late in the year it becane clear that the governnent

i ntended to make drastic cuts in the state budget for film
and TV production and devel opnent, cuts of a much |arger
percentage than in any other field. The FLH joined the
ranks of other filmmaker and artists associations in
protesting this plan, and also got help fromthe FSE in the
formof a formal statenent of support. The cuts were stil
made, unfortunately, but not quite as drastic as originally
pl anned.

The | atest chapter in the tragi c saga of declining funds
avail able for filmand TV production in Iceland canme very
recently when the National Public Broadcasting Service(RUW)
announced that due to budget cuts they would stop buying
any productions fromlcel andi c producers. That statenent
has been seen as a an announcenent of war against this



field and the battle ensues, with the FLH taking part by
any means possi bl e.

SOVE GOOD NEWS

A new nordic website of the Nordic Dramatists Guil ds(NDU)
was | aunched in april at nordicwitersguild.com The site
is in English and the Nordic | anguages and provi des an

i mportant platformto discuss and further the views and
interests of playwights and screenwiters in the Nordic
countries. Qur chairman, Havar Sigurjonsson accepted the
task of editing the site for the first six nonths. Fromthe
outside, this is the perfect way of getting information
about all the nordic guilds and their activity and
agreenents.

The FLH took part in the first Wrld Conference of
Screenwiters, organized by the FSE and the I AWG i n At hens

| ast Novenber. In all, three representatives attended the
conference, which was both highly inspiring and informative.

Al'l current FLH agreenents in the field of theater have
wor ked wel |l and occasi onal snags have been dealt w th,
swiftly. However, we are still w thout an agreenent with
filmand TV producers, despite several attenpts. This wll
be a priority in the next year, allthough the current
situation is not exactly inspiring.

Finally, the FLH recently upgraded its own website,
| ei kskal d.is.

A FEW FACTS ABQUT THE FLH

FLH has about 70 nmenbers who wite drama for theater, film
tel evi sion and radi o.

The annual nenbership fee is approx. €40.

The association has no staff or office and receives no
out si de fundi ng.



